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Halbzeugverband was formed to include ingots, billets, slabs an
girders, and the products were sold on behalf of its members. I
1904 the Stahlwerk Verband was organized and dealers forme
themselves into unions. There were 28 firms in the Verband wit
a joint selling agency. In 1905 there were 62 cartels in the Germa
iron and steel industry, but they were continually grouping or rt
grouping.
In 1906 Jeans enumerated 46 different syndicates in the Germa1
iron and coal trades. The steel syndicates included semi-finishei
steel, merchant iron, steel forgings, steel castings, rails, plates, sheets
girders, pipes, tubes and wire.
The Stahlwerksverband then comprised all but 10 per cent o
the steel manufacturing plants of Germany, employing no,ocx
workmen and producing 7 million tons of steel annually.
At this time the opposition between pure and mixed works wa
already marked, as the latter, making their own steel, were inde
pendent of the Verband prices. A difference must be noted betweer
the German combinations made by contract and the Americar
form of a single large corporation, but the control exerted w<u
equally effective.
The Stahlwerksverband was renewed in 1908 and 1912 when it
comprised 31 companies, including all Thomas steel works and a
number of open-hearth steel works, and within the Verband itsell
there was a tendency to concentration and integration.
Its aim was to combine control of all products of steel works
and rolling mills, and it was successful as regards semi-finished
steel, railway and structural steel. It became virtually a selling
organization and a clearing house foj; orders, and its products were
divided into two classes:
A. Products, consisting of ingots, slabs, blooms, billets, rails, ties, fishplates, etc.
with structural steel in which it possessed a monopoly, selling for general
account, and having a central technical bureau.
B.  Products, consisting of rods, bands, hoops wire, sheet, tinplates, axles,
forgings, rollers, etc. These were not sold by the Verband and there might
be independent price cartels.
In the control of the Verband one vote was obtained for 10,000
tons of production. As the result of unified representation abroad,
reductions in selling prices were effected. Bounties were granted on
the export of B products made from A products in Germany, but
the bounties were granted only to ipembers of a cartel. Bounty
ad|u$taent$ were made at a clearing house in Dussddorf.